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Grade band lessons, ideas and information
Focus: Integrating Social and Emotional Learning

Three Ways for Educators to Look Beyond Test Scores

Excerpts from an article
By Brian Gatens

Everybody in education
knows that standardized
tests measure only a fraction
of a school ' s
accomplishments. But how
do we quantify things that do
not produce test scores?
First, we have to get in the
habit of challenging the
thinking behind how we do

things.

So now that w
mood for thinking
nontraditiona
take a look at three ways to
look beyond testing for

other ways to document a

school’”s succ

> — (), @

Testing Dates
20182019

ISBE Assessment has the
most up to date
information on the testing
windows for all state
mandated testing.

5 g:gc)l; HE!;ET@nd then
locate 2018 2019

i Assessment Dates under
Resources on the left.

I. Measure the
‘kindness quotient’ of
your school

Il " ve al ways
while the primary role of a
school is to provide for a
child’'s
also strongly believe that the
social growth and
development of the child is

just as important.

How has your school
reached out to others?

How many students took
part?

Did every child have the
opportunity to help others,
no matter how small or
minor the activity might have
been?

How many of those activities
were studentgenerated and
studentrun?

2. Conduct a community
survey

This one takes a little bit of
guts. Twice a year, | ask our
community to anonymously
and thoroughly assess the
quality of our academic
program, school
environment and work
expectations placed on the
children. | hope to have
many parents from across
multiple grade levels reach
out and share their honest
feedback about their

experience with our school.

3. Dig deep into your
school’s data

Another valuable way to

m &Valnatedhie suecdss orh a t

struggles of your school is to
look at data generated by

a c a d e rhie daily@atiatiestohyour |

staff and students.

What are the attendance
rates?

How many students were
referred to school support
personnel for behavior
issues?

How many students needed

etd be suspended due to their

behavior?

All of these data points can
come together to measure

the overall progress of the

school year.

Regardless of the data type
or collection, | strongly
recommend that you begin
to look at alternative
indicators of successes or
struggles as you continue to
grow as a professional. Solid
data, collected over time,
will lead you to
understandings and
conclusions that you may
have never thought of

before.

Click-/EREfor the complete
article.
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https://education.cu-portland.edu/blog/curriculum-teaching-strategies/three-ways-for-educators-to-look-beyond-test-scores/
mailto:samainv@ilstu.edu
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment.aspx

Climate
and
Culture
in lllinois
schools

10 Teaching
Practices supporting
SEL standards

Connecting Social Emotional Learning and ELA

We know that when students
have social and emotional
skills, they are more likely to
have happy, healthy, and
successful lives at school and
away from school. There are
ample opportunities for
students to practice these
important skills and connect
them to English Language
Arts.

Students do not enter school
knowing how to interact with
teachers and peers around
content, how to understand
the ways that emotions

influence their classroom
interactions (e.qg., feeling
challenged by content,
motivation, etc), or how to
regulate stressful academic
situations (Osher, 2008).

Easy ways to connect your
ELA Standards and SEL are
met by providing
opportunities for students to:
9 Interpret stories.
Interpret photos and
video vignettes.
1 Respond to questions.
1 Personally reflect.

I Speak and listen in group
discussion.

T Work cooperatively in
pairs and small groups.

T Write in a variety of
forms.

 Evaluate situations and
response strategies.

9 Practice behavioral skills.

I Coach a partner in skill
practice.

 Evaluate skill used by sel
and others

Click on the image to the left
to access more information.

@ ClassDojo

ELA Classroom Management

Using applications or web
tools such as can
really motivate students to
engage in appropriate
dialogue, make connections
about how their behavior can
impact others, and learn the
skills that are important to
your classroom. ClassDojo
can be used to create a digita
portfolio so students can
showcase their learning with

parents and peers.

Another platform is

In Classcratft,
students play in teams and
create characters that
become their virtual identity.
By earning points for positive
behavior, students unlock real
-life privileges that benefit
them collectively and
individually.

Classcraft's
to collaboration creates
accountability among
students. Each student's
choices have an impact on
their teammat
ultimately making them
invested in one another.

Both platforms have free
versions and are accessible o
iOS, Chromebooks and
computers.

Resources and Strategies for 3rebth

Much of the information

host of strategies can be

located above can be found in found. Materials that are

the Research to Practice
Brief:

.. In Appendix A
of this guide, pgs. 384, a

grade level specific, authored
by ISBE Learning Support
Specialists can be found
Strategies that can be used
for 3-5 are:

 Brainstorm solutions to
problems posed in
literature.

Integration

 Promote volunteerism in
the classroom.

Allow students to
choose a skill that they
would like to learn or
improve upon.

9 Allow students to set

academic and personal
goals and monitor them .

=

-

Grades 3-5
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http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/uploads/2/6/0/8/26089560/sel_strategies_4-5.pdf
Teaching%20the%20Whole%20Child
Teaching%20the%20Whole%20Child
Teaching%20the%20Whole%20Child
Teaching%20the%20Whole%20Child
Teaching%20the%20Whole%20Child
Teaching%20the%20Whole%20Child
https://www.classdojo.com/
http://www.classcraft.com
https://www.classdojo.com/
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/uploads/2/6/0/8/26089560/isbe_cia_candc_sel_sipfacguidea.pdf

oMaking the Caseo6o for SEL in th

. . . . Be aware of their
entire document, a project social and emotional £ strengths and what
of The Charles A. Dana  learning (SEL) g i k's':::awareness
Centerat The University  competencies in an easy i Resist impulses
of Texas at Austin and read table. B ‘;’:g“’gf’ft"s'j;‘if"e”

ici i ] behaviors
. CA.SEL, ITS Incredlbly The graphic to the right is _"E_-' E Self-management
lays out the rationale enlightening, the most S£ -
o . _ _ an excerpt from the table | § %, ||Manage their
for considering the strong impactful information for I w £ ||time and energy
_ H | hers i and highlights some of thi| $ -5 toward a goal while
connections among the Cc assrgom teac 'erS IS connections illuminated b § :,::oeiarsmg their
Common Core State found in Appendix B (page ., . °
i . o this resource. £ Self-management
Standards for Mathematica 17) which explicitly s
Practice and key social anc illustrates the connections ;' ;ae’:jp‘;’j: oo
emotional learning between the Standards for > Social awareness
competencies. While the  Mathematical Practice and
Mathematical Freedom Mathematical Thinking

How Students...

“For many p e oimprevemathblass/
WO r d S ) mat h ) a n d _
“freedom” can’ t Dbe hausta'r
whole page d&ditated fo
beca u. se t h.e y {nc?udir%g %rHcﬂesh, rtesearcl
mathematics as a subject of .
) videos, tools and teacher thods,
rules, conformity and with no need
supports The foIIowmg
constant p-éorfor ma n
) image i ustfatds the shifts . .
Boalerhttp://time.com Think About Mistakes
) ) that must occur for these
(2018).Time Retrieved 24 .
A 2018, f hito-// freedoms to flourish.
\ugust 2018, from http: e Inquire, create P uestons pusie
time.com/4970465/howo-

Learn New Ideas

RadicalMath

SEL Goal #3is to the tools they need to allow justice issue, or resource
“Demonstr at e stwenis toiask the question type. The unit

making skills and responsible'What are the problems asks istudents
behaviors in personal, that my community is facing, to compare our counting
school, and community and how can | use math to  system to the Mayan
contexts.” A gndeestand avd help stlve system, writing numbers
address this goal in the maththem?" with the Mayan

representations, and
learning how to do
computations using Mayar“'diml

symbols. math

classroom is to use math as
a tool to investigate social
issues! Jcreated
by Jonathan Osler, is a site
that supports teachers with

The site includes news,
events, resources and links,
how-to guides, and
hundreds of lessons
arranged by topic, social
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http://www.insidemathematics.org/assets/common-core-resources/social-emotional-learning/a__integrating_sel_and_ccssm_making_the_case.pdf
http://www.insidemathematics.org/assets/common-core-resources/social-emotional-learning/a__integrating_sel_and_ccssm_making_the_case.pdf
http://www.insidemathematics.org/assets/common-core-resources/social-emotional-learning/a__integrating_sel_and_ccssm_making_the_case.pdf
http://www.insidemathematics.org/assets/common-core-resources/social-emotional-learning/a__integrating_sel_and_ccssm_making_the_case.pdf
http://www.insidemathematics.org/assets/common-core-resources/social-emotional-learning/a__integrating_sel_and_ccssm_making_the_case.pdf
http://www.insidemathematics.org/assets/common-core-resources/social-emotional-learning/a__integrating_sel_and_ccssm_making_the_case.pdf
http://www.insidemathematics.org/about/permissions
http://www.insidemathematics.org/about/permissions
http://www.radicalmath.org/
http://www.radicalmath.org/browse_category.php?cat=Basic%20Math%20Concepts
http://www.radicalmath.org/browse_category.php?cat=Basic%20Math%20Concepts
https://www.youcubed.org/
https://www.youcubed.org/resource/mathematical-freedom/
http://www.radicalmath.org/
https://www.youcubed.org/resource/mathematical-freedom/

"Every kid starts
out as a naturak
born scientist, and
then we beat it
out of them. A
few trickle
through the
system with their
wonder and
enthusiasm for
ence i

sci

Carl Sagan

Classroom Discussion Integrates SEL and Science

Checklist

Goals for Productive Discussions and Nine Talk Moves

Talk Science

One way to integrate social demonstrating an ability to
emotional learning into listen to others, paraphrase®
science and meet the vison of what others are saying and
the lllinois Learning Standards use communication

for Science is through effectively. TERC maintains
increased classroom Talk Moves Checklist,
discussionTalk Moves training videos and other B
highly structured discourse  documentation. See more ¢
process, helps students share
and clarify their thinking,
interpret what others say and
build consensus. This aligns
well to SEL Goal 2A and 2C,
where we want students

)))))))

Improving Group Work in Laboratory Settings

Culture Content Specialists

Coltaborative Role Identifiers

Finding combinations of

students that work well have developeollaboration " \
. . . L. Facilitator| | Reporter

together can be a frustrating  Kits;these kits contain items
process, particularly when like sorting sticks and roles Record Time

: P . ecorder
there is a limited time to for group work, as well as Keeper
complete laboratory work facilitation information. Using (wateria ) )
safely. Goal 1of the SEL these kits can make lab time |Manager

Standards, aimed at run more smoothly for all
developing self awareness andstudents. Access it at:
n t neatagemedt skills, provides
opportunities to improve
group work. The Climate and

1112 (1 2
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YPAR to Engage Students in the Community

Contributing to the well and neighborhoods. For-3
being of the school and students, 4ESS2, where
community is a focus of Goal students compare solutions
3 of the SEL Standards, and to reduce impacts of natural
Youth Participatory Action disasters on humans, would
Research is a fantastic way to be a good place to start. For e
engage students in science  more information, visit:
within their community. Using

the YPAR framework in

science can get kids focused

on content in a way that

positively affects their schools

With YPAR You Can:

@  Evaluate programs, policies, and practices that affect young people.

Grades 35



https://inquiryproject.terc.edu/prof_dev/Goals_and_Moves.cfm.html
https://inquiryproject.terc.edu/prof_dev/Goals_and_Moves.cfm.html
https://inquiryproject.terc.edu/prof_dev/Goals_and_Moves.cfm.html
http://yparhub.berkeley.edu/
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/classroom-collaboration.html
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/classroom-collaboration.html
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/classroom-collaboration.html

Chil drendés Literature to Combine So
The Social Emotional Learning Standards are The Red Bicycle: The Extraordinary Story
most meaningful to students when embeddec of One Ordinary Bicycle Book
into all curricular areas. Goal 2, Standard A - Bit5le -« by Jude Isabella is a picture book
encourages student s %’1”!:“Wherethema|ncharacter|sa el i ngs
and perspec ti ves of % bicycle. This bicycle starts its life
) ] TN/ by being owned and ridden by a
The following childr == : ust a

few examples of readlouds that can assist in
teaching the not only the Social Emotional
Learning Standards, but the Social Science
inquiry standard of asking students to take
informed action. (Standard #6-K and
Standard #8 &)

Boxes for Katje by Candace Fleminig a book
about a family in America that

"N sends hardo-find items to a
family in Holland. When two
young girls write letters across
the ocean, the American girl
realizes how much children in Holland are in
need. She organizes people in her communit
to send needed items in care packages.

young boy. Leo, loves his bicycleJ
so much he gives it a nameBig Red. Leo
outgrows Big Red and he decides to donate it
to an organization that ships bicycles to Africa.
Big Red is sent to West Africa, where it finds a
home with Alisetta, who uses it to get to her
family's sorghum field and to the
market

Ordinary Maryods
Deed by Emily Pearson is a book that
describes how one child's good deed change
the world. Ordinary Mary, who stumbles upon
ordinary blueberries, decides to pick them for
her neighbor, Mrs. Bishop. This starts a chain

Heroes Among Us : Social Emotional Tool for the Social Science Classroom

Check out this great tool to incorporate social
emotional learning in the social science
classroom as well as celebrate heroes in our
country.

Heroes Among Us (

This classroom

tested teaching ...
resource focuse: - “p’
on values. Gradke

level specific

content and activities for kindergarten through
sixth grade put courage, commitment,
integrity, sacrifice, citizenship, and patriotism
into language and behavior that children can
comprehend and embrace. Positive role
models demonstrate how we can all choose t
be our personal best.

On this site, students are mtroduced to heroes
who did very brave
things for our
country and
received the Medal

ci

Educating the
mind without
educating the
heart is no
education at all.

Edutopia

of Honor.

Click to access twentyseven lessons for
the elementary classroom.

For more great options be sure to check out
the Social Emotional Learning section of the
lllinois Classroom Tech page!
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http://themedalofhonor.com/character-development
http://themedalofhonor.com/character-development
http://themedalofhonor.com/character-development/elementary-lessons?login=true
https://ilclassroomtech.weebly.com/social-emotional-learning.html
https://ilclassroomtech.weebly.com/social-emotional-learning.html
https://ilclassroomtech.weebly.com/social-emotional-learning.html

Are Classrooms Ready for Trauma?
Educators today need to have many strategiésr e eze” mi ndset . When t he
for the diverse academic needs of frustrated or jugt *
their students. The Social the priority in their brains,
Emotional Learning skills of therefore the learning
each student is also very activities will be difficult to
diverse. Students process. Students must feel
experiencing trauma might safe in the classroom in order
2 get overlooked. to be successful.
Being able to understand the Not only is behavior impacted by
trauma that affects our students and how theirr auma but al so t he gt ude
behaviors are oft en QChildreeafectedby tkaumnmaguffer fram secialy d e n
vaotual etotiomal ktate. Students of trauma m@sychological, cognitive, and biological issues
be seen as academically delayed or have difficulty regulating emotions, paying attention|
attention issues such as ADHD. Students witforming good relationships. All of this makes it
trauma can consi st e ndifflcyt fobaechild to sueceed ih $clgobl.t |, lig
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http://bit.ly/2PhJsCj
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/
http://bit.ly/2B8tWpq

